




D o in g  H a n a m i

H a n a m i is  t h e  J a p a n e s e  w o rd  fo r  c h e r r y  b lo s s o m  v ie w in g , a n d  th e  p ra c t ic e  
d a te s  to  t h e  J a p a n e s e  e m p e ro rs  o f  t h e  9 th  c e n tu r y  C E . S a k u ra  (c h e r r y  
b lo s s o m s ) a p p e a r  in  J a p a n e s e  m y th , p o e t r y , a n d  o th e r  a r t , a n d  th e ir  b r ie f  
b lo o m in g  h a s  lo n g  s ym b o liz e d  a  s h o r t  life  w e ll liv e d . H a n a m i e v o lv e d  
o v e r  t im e  a n d  g ra d u a lly  b e c am e  m o re  a c c e s s ib le  to  o rd in a r y  p e o p le . I t  
is  a  c o m m u n a l e v e n t , w ith  f r ie n d s  a n d  fam ilie s  g a th e r in g  fo r  p ic n ic s  a n d  
p a r t ie s  u n d e r  t h e  t re e s ’ s h a d e . H a n a m i  re t a in s  a  s p e c ia l p la c e  in  J a p a n e s e  
c u ltu re  a n d  it  h a s  s p re a d  to  th is  c o u n t r y  to o . A s  y o u  e x p lo re  th e  g ro u n d s  
to d a y , m a k e  s u re  to  p a u s e  a n d  a d m ire  th e  b lo s s o m s—d o  s o m e  h a n a m i.
 

To u r  B a s ic s

T h is  to u r  e x p lo re s  t h e  re m a rk a b le  b e a u t y  o f  o rn am e n ta l c h e r r y  t re e s  a s  w e ll 
a s  t h e  N a t io n a l A rb o re tu m ’s  lo n g  h is to r y  w ith  th e m . I t  v is it s  2 7  s it e s  s p re a d  
o u t  a c ro s s  4 4 6  a c re s . E a c h  t re e  is  m a rk e d  w ith  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o n  a  s t a k e . 
T h e  to u r ’s  ro u te  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h re e  m ile s . I f  y o u  a re  w a lk in g , b e  s u re  
to  a llo w  fo r  a d e q u a te  t im e . If  d r iv in g , p le a s e  p a rk  o n ly  in  d e s ig n a te d  a re a s . 
B e y o n d  t h e  T id a l  B a s in  in t ro d u c e s  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s , m a n y  
o f  w h ic h  a re  q u ite  ra re . E a c h  t y p e  h a s  it s  o w n  p e a k  b lo o m  t im e , s o  y o u  w ill 
s e e  d iff e re n t  t re e s  in  p e a k  b lo o m  d e p e n d in g  o n  w h e n  y o u  v is it . F in d  th e  
to u r  m a p  in  th e  c e n te r fo ld  o f  t h is  b o o k le t .

W h a t ’s  B lo o m in g  R ig h t  N o w ?

T h a t ’s  a  t r ic k y  q u e s t io n ! T h e  a n sw e r  d e p e n d s  o n  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  d a y  
le n g th  a n d  te m p e ra tu re  a n d  v a r ie s  s lig h t ly  f ro m  y e a r  to  y e a r. D iff e re n t  
t y p e s  o f  c h e r r ie s  a ls o  h a v e  d iff e re n t  b lo o m in g  s e a s o n s . F o r  t h is  re a s o n , 
y o u  w ill d is c o v e r  t h e  t re e s  in  d iff e re n t  s t a g e s  o f  b lo o m  a n d  le a f. T h is  g u id e  
in d ic a te s  t h e  g e n e ra l t im e  f ram e  fo r  w h e n  e a c h  t re e  is  lik e ly  b lo o m in g , b u t  
s u c h  p re d ic t io n s  a re  n e v e r  e x a c t . 

B lo o m in g  P e r io d s
E a r ly  F lo w e r in g : e a r ly  M a rc h  to  la te  M a rc h
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g : la te  M a rc h  to  m id -A p r il
L a te  F lo w e r in g : m id -A p r il t o  la te  A p r il
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P ru n u s  ×y e d o e n s is  ‘A k e b o n o ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

The cherries in this multi-tree planting are all 
‘Akebono’, a popular cultivar of  the Yoshino 
cherry. As with the Yoshino, the flower buds 
are pink. But the mature flower turns white 
with a trace of  pink, unlike the pure white 
Yoshino. Akebono means “dawn” in Japanese, 
a nod to the blossoms’ soft coloration. 

P ru n u s  t a k e s im e n s is
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

This tree was grown from seed collected 
on Ulleung Island in South Korea, the only 
place in the world where the species grows 
naturally. P. takesimensis is believed to tolerate 
wet soils better than most cherries. An 
upright, spreading tree, it can reach up to 40 
feet. The white or sometimes pink flowers 
grow in large clusters with short stalks. 

P ru n u s  i t o s a k u ra  P e n d u la  G r o u p
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

This weeping cherry produces delicate 
white flowers along the slender, arched 
branches for which it is named. Itosakura 
means “thread cherry” in Japanese. The 
tree’s cascading branches sway attractively in 
the breeze and may reach all the way to the 
ground. 
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P ru n u s  R e s e a r c h  F ie ld
E a r ly  to  L a te  F lo w e r in g

The trees in this field illustrate the diversity 
of  flowering cherries—their varied blooming 
seasons, flowers, shapes, sizes, leaves, and 
bark. Many of  these trees were grown from 
seed collected from Japan during plant 
collecting trips in the 1980s, and others 
are hybrids bred by Arboretum scientists. 
Some trees are used for breeding, some for 
germplasm preservation, and others, such 
as this unnamed hybrid seedling, are under 
evaluation for possible cultivar release. 

P ru n u s  ‘ T a ih a k u ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

Taihaku means “great white” in Japanese, 
a reference to this tree’s large, pure white 
flowers. ‘Taihaku’ is a village cherry—an 
old Japanese cultivar of  uncertain origins. A 
spreading plant, ‘Taihaku’ may grow to 25 to 
35 feet tall and just as wide. 

V i l la g e  C h e r r ie s : S a t o -z a k u ra

T h e  J a p a n e s e  fo n d n e s s  fo r  fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s  g o e s  b a c k  o v e r  1 2 0 0  y e a rs . 
M o u n ta in s id e  c h e r r y  v ie w in g  e x c u rs io n s  a re  re c o rd e d  a s  e a r ly  a s  7 2 0  C E , 
a n d  o rn am e n ta l c h e r r ie s  b e g a n  a p p e a r in g  in  J a p a n e s e  g a rd e n s  b y  th e  e n d  
o f  t h e  8 th  C e n tu r y  C E . 

T h e s e  g a rd e n  t re e s  w e re  c a lle d  v illa g e  c h e r r ie s , o r  S a to -z a k u ra , t o  
d iff e re n t ia te  t h e m  fro m  w ild  s p e c ie s , Ya m a -z a k u ra  (m o u n ta in  c h e r r ie s ). A  
n u m b e r  o f  c u lt iv a rs  d a t in g  a s  fa r  b a c k  a s  t h e  1 7 th  C e n tu r y  a re  s t ill g ro w n  
to d a y . D u e  to  th e ir  lo n g  h is to r y , t h e ir  e x a c t  b re e d in g  b a c k g ro u n d  w a s  
u n c e r t a in  u n t il t h e  re c e n t  a d v e n t  o f  m o d e rn  D N A  te s t in g . 
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C h e r r y  B r e e d in g  a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  A r b o r e t u m

S in c e  th e  1 9 8 0 s , t h e  N a t io n a l A rb o re tu m  h a s  h a d  a n  a c t iv e  fl o w e r in g  c h e r r y  
re s e a rc h  p ro g ram . I t s  fo c u s  is  o n  d e v e lo p in g  n e w  v a r ie t ie s  o f  o rn am e n ta l 
c h e r r y  t re e s , w ith  a  p a r t ic u la r  e m p h a s is  o n  c ro s s in g  d iv e rs e  s p e c ie s . 
C u r re n t ly , t h e  p ro g ram  in c lu d e s  o v e r  1 5 0 0  p la n t s  re p re s e n t in g  fo r t y  
u n iq u e  g e n o t y p e s  (s u c h  a s  h y b r id s  a n d  c u lt iv a rs ). S o m e  o f  t h e  t ra it s  t h a t  
A rb o re tu m  s c ie n t is t s  w o rk  to  e n h a n c e  in c lu d e : d is e a s e  a n d  p e s t  re s is t a n c e , 
to le ra n c e  to  e n v iro n m e n ta l s t re s s e s , y e a r-ro u n d  in te re s t , n o v e l s h a p e s  
a n d  s iz e s , a n d  o rn am e n ta l v a lu e . T h re e  o f  t h e  c u lt iv a rs  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  
A rb o re tu m , ‘H e le n  Ta f t ’, ‘D re am  C a tc h e r ’, a n d  ‘F ir s t  L a d y ’, a re  in c lu d e d  o n  th is  
to u r  a t  S to p s  2 4 , 2 5 , a n d  2 7 , re s p e c t iv e ly . 

P ru n u s  ‘S n o w  G o o s e ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

A small tree at just 20 feet tall and wide, 
‘Snow Goose’ opens its abundant, fragrant, 
white blossoms before its leaves appear. Later 
in their bloom, the flowers’ centers redden 
slightly. ‘Snow Goose’ was developed in the 
Netherlands.

P ru n u s  ‘S n o fo z a m ’
SNOW FOUNTAINS
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

Its cascading branches covered with small, 
pure white flowers inspired the trademark 
of  this weeping cherry. As a weeping type, it 
grows no upright trunk, but it may be trained 
upright or grafted onto the roots and trunk 
of  an upright cherry to give it a more  
tree-like appearance. The leaves turn from 
dark green to a rich orange-gold in the fall.
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1 0P ru n u s  ×s u b h i r t e l la  
‘A u t u m n a l i s  R o s e a ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

This is a graceful, rather small tree that 
reaches between 20 and 25 feet in height. 
‘Autumnalis Rosea’ earns its name by 
blooming heavily in the spring and again, 
more sparsely, in late fall. A warm winter 
spell may also prompt a flush of  this 
cultivar’s semi-double, pink-tinged flowers.

P ru n u s  ‘R o y a l  B u r g u n d y ’
L a te  F lo w e r in g

‘Royal Burgundy’s slightly spreading vase 
shape and flowers—abundant, deep pink, 
and frothy double blossoms— rather 
resemble the familiar ‘Kanzan’ cherry, seen at 
Stop 13. Its foliage is what makes this cultivar 
really stand out. Leaves emerge bronze and 
rapidly turn reddish-purple. In the fall they 
take on an orange tinge. Slightly smaller than 
‘Kanzan’, ‘Royal Burgundy’ grows to about 
25 feet tall and wide.

P ru n u s  s a rg e n t i i  
‘P r in c e t o n  S n o w  C lo u d ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

The popular Sargent cherry typically has pink 
flowers. This cultivar, developed in the 1980s, 
produces abundant large white flowers. As 
with other Sargent cherries, the leaves of  
‘Princeton Snow Cloud’ turn a brilliant red in 
the fall. This is among the most cold tolerant 
of  the white ornamental cherries, hardy to 
USDA Zone 5a.
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1 3 P ru n u s  ‘K a n z a n ’
L a te  F lo w e r in g

After the Yoshino, this village cherry is the 
most common cherry planted at the Tidal 
Basin. It reaches between 20 and 45 feet 
when mature, with ascending and spreading 
branches. ‘Kanzan’ blooms later than 
many other cherries. Its deep pink, double 
flowers resemble small peonies hanging in 
pendulous clusters. ‘Kanzan’ might also be 
known as ‘Kwanzan’, an obsolete spelling, or 
‘Sekiyama’, its other Japanese name.

P ru n u s  ×in c a m  ‘O k a m e ’
E a r ly  F lo w e r in g

This cultivar is a hybrid between a species 
from Taiwan and one from Japan, and is one 
of  the earliest-flowering cherries. 
Vase-shaped when young, ‘Okame’ becomes 
more rounded with age. The blossoms appear 
before the leaves, covering the branches with 
abundant, deep pink, single flowers. ‘Okame’ 
is one of  the parent plants for two National 
Arboretum introductions, ‘Dream Catcher’ 
and ‘First Lady’.

P ru n u s  ×s ie b o ld i i  ‘ T a k a s a g o ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

A compact tree with an upright yet open 
branching habit, this cultivar is an excellent 
ornamental cherry. Its semi-double blossoms 
shade from palest to rich pink and are lightly 
scented. Flowers appear before the foliage, 
which emerges a coppery-bronze in the 
spring and then darkens to green.



1 4P ru n u s  ×y e d o e n s is  (Yo s h in o  C h e r r y )
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

The Yoshino is Washington’s iconic cherry, 
with over 1400 trees lining the Tidal Basin. 
It grows to 50 feet, broadly upright with 
young branchlets descending. Single, white 
flowers, with perhaps a tinge of  pink, smell 
faintly of  almonds. These two trees have close 
ties to the Tidal Basin cherries. The left is a 
clone of  the tree that First Lady Helen Taft 
planted in 1912, while the right originated as 
a cutting from the tree planted by Viscountess 
Iwa Chinda. 

U S D A ’s  C h e r r y  H is t o r y : R o la n d  J e ff e r s o n  (1 9 2 3  – p r e s e n t )

R o la n d  J e ff e rs o n  g re w  u p  in  W a s h in g to n , D .C ., d is c o v e r in g  th e  T id a l B a s in  
c h e r r ie s  a s  a  y o u n g  b o y . A f te r  a  s t in t  in  t h e  A rm y  A ir  F o rc e s  d u r in g  W o r ld  
W a r  II, h e  e n ro lle d  a t  H o w a rd  U n iv e rs it y  a n d  m a jo re d  in  b o ta n y . A s  a  y o u n g  
B la c k  m a n , J e ff e rs o n  h a d  d iffi c u lt y  fi n d in g  w o rk  in  h is  fi e ld . S ix  y e a rs  a f te r  
g ra d u a t in g  in  1 9 5 0 , h e  s e c u re d  a  jo b  m a k in g  p la n t  la b e ls  a t  t h e  N a t io n a l 
A rb o re tu m . H is  t a le n t s  w e re  q u ic k ly  e v id e n t , a n d  J e ff e rs o n  w a s  p ro m o te d  
to  b o ta n is t  in  1 9 5 7 . H e  w a s  th e  N a t io n a l A rb o re tu m ’s  fi rs t  A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  
b o ta n is t  a s  w e ll a s  t h e  in s t it u t io n ’s  fi rs t  o ffi c ia l m a n a g e r  o f  p la n t  re c o rd s .

J e ff e rs o n ’s  e a r ly  lo v e  fo r  t h e  T id a l B a s in  c h e r r ie s  n e v e r  w a n e d , a n d  in  1 9 7 2  
h e  u n d e r to o k  a  m a jo r  re s e a rc h  p ro je c t  to  c o m p re h e n s iv e ly  d o c u m e n t  
th e ir  h is to r y  fo r  t h e  fi rs t  t im e . T h e  re s u lt  w a s  a  s h o r t  b o o k  p u b lis h e d  in  
1 9 7 7 , w h ic h  J e ff e rs o n  c o -a u th o re d  w ith  A la n  
E . F u s o n ie . T h e  J a p a n e se  F lo w e rin g  C h e rry  
Tre e s  o f  W a sh in g to n , D .C .; A  L iv in g  S ym b o l o f  
F r ie n d sh ip  is  a v a ila b le  e le c t ro n ic a lly  f ro m  th e  
N a t io n a l A g r ic u ltu ra l L ib ra r y . 

J e ff e rs o n  a ls o  re c o g n iz e d  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  
p re s e r v in g  th e  T id a l B a s in  t re e s  a s  h is to r ic a l 
re c o rd s  th e m s e lv e s . H e  to o k  c u t t in g s  f ro m  
m a n y  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l t re e s  a n d  p ro p a g a te d  
o v e r  o n e  h u n d re d  c lo n e s . V is it  S to p  1 4  to  s e e  
tw o  o f  t h e s e  im p o r t a n t  t re e s .



To u r  M a p



To u r  M a p
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1 6 P ru n u s  ‘S h i r o t a e ’
L a te  F lo w e r in g

This village cherry dates to at least the early 
1800s. Its thin, white petals inspired the 
Japanese to name it after shirotae, a white 
cloth made from the paper-mulberry tree. Its 
large, mildly fragrant, double flowers grow 
on wide-spreading, horizontal, often slightly 
drooping branches. ‘Shirotae’ does not grow 
very tall, reaching no more than 15 to 20 feet. 

P ru n u s  ×y e d o e n s is  ‘A w a n u i ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

This unique cultivar hails from New Zealand. 
Although it is popular outside the United 
States, this tree is the only large specimen 
in this country. ‘Awanui’ demonstrates good 
disease resistance, and has soft pink, single 
blossoms. Awanui means “gully” in Maori, 
and was the name of  the street leading to the 
nursery where the cultivar was developed. 

W h a t ’s  in  a  N a m e ?  U n d e r s t a n d in g  C h e r r y  N o m e n c la t u r e .

T h e  it a lic iz e d  p a r t s  o f  a  c h e r r y ’s  n am e  a re  it s  s c ie n t ifi c  n am e , in d ic a t in g  
it s  s p e c ie s  a n d  g e n u s . A ll fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s  b e lo n g  to  th e  g e n u s  P ru n u s , 
w h ic h  a ls o  c o n ta in s  e d ib le  c h e r r ie s , p lu m s , p e a c h e s , a p r ic o t s , a n d  a lm o n d s . 
If  a  c h e r r y ’s  s c ie n t ifi c  n am e  in c lu d e s  a n   ×, it  is  a  h y b r id  s p e c ie s . M a n y  o f  t h e  
t re e s  o n  th is  to u r  d o  n o t  h a v e  s p e c ifi c  e p ith e t s . T h e s e  a re  h y b r id s  t h a t  a re  
u n n am e d  o r  o f  u n k n o w n  g e n e t ic  p a re n ta g e .

C u lt iv a rs  a re  c u l t iv a te d  v a r ie t ie s—th e y  h a v e  b e e n  s e le c te d  b y  h u m a n s  
fo r  p a r t ic u la r  d e s ire a b le  t ra it s . A ll p la n t s  o f  a  g iv e n  c u lt iv a r  w ill s h a re  th e s e  
s p e c ifi c  c h a ra c te r is t ic s . I f  a  t re e  is  a  c u lt iv a r, it s  c u lt iv a r  n am e  is  e n c lo s e d  in  
s in g le  q u o te s .



U S D A ’s  C h e r r y  H is t o r y : D a v id  F a i r c h i ld  (1 8 6 9  – 1 9 5 4 )

D a v id  F a irc h ild  w a s  a n  A m e r ic a n  b o ta n is t  a n d  p la n t  e x p lo re r. H e  s p e n t  
m u c h  o f  h is  c a re e r  w ith  th e  U .S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A g r ic u ltu re , w h e re  
h e  le d  th e  F o re ig n  S e e d  a n d  P la n t  In t ro d u c t io n  S e c t io n . F a irc h ild  is  a  
t re m e n d o u s ly  im p o r t a n t  fi g u re  in  A m e r ic a n  a g r ic u ltu ra l h is to r y , h a v in g  
in t ro d u c e d  o v e r  7 5 ,0 0 0  c ro p s  to  t h is  c o u n t r y , in c lu d in g  m a n g o e s , s o y b e a n s , 
p is t a c h io s , n e c t a r in e s , a n d  a v o c a d o s .

F a irc h ild  h a d  a n  e n d u r in g  in te re s t  in  fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s , h a v in g  b e c o m e  
e n am o re d  o f  t h e m  o n  h is  fi rs t  v is it  to  J a p a n  in  1 9 0 2 . F o u r  y e a rs  la te r, h e  
im p o r te d  1 2 5  t re e s  to  p la n t  a t  h is  h o m e  in  C h e v y  C h a s e , M a r y la n d , e v e n  
h ir in g  a  J a p a n e s e  g a rd e n e r  to  t e n d  th e m . A s  h is  t re e s  t h r iv e d , F a irc h ild
b e c am e  a  b o o s te r  fo r  t h e ir  in t ro d u c t io n  e ls e w h e re  in  t h e  re g io n . To g e th e r  
w ith  E liz a  S c id m o re , a  jo u rn a lis t  w id e ly  re s p e c te d  fo r  h e r  k n o w le d g e  o f  
J a p a n e s e  h o r t ic u ltu re , F a irc h ild  e v e n tu a lly  c a u g h t  t h e  a t te n t io n  o f  F ir s t  
L a d y  H e le n  Ta f t  in  1 9 0 9 . 

F a irc h ild ’s  in te rn a t io n a l c o n n e c t io n s  fa c ilit a te d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  re la t io n s h ip s  
w ith  J a p a n e s e  n u rs e r ym e n , s c ie n t is t s , a n d  d ip lo m a t s , a n d  h e  o v e rs aw  th e  
im p o r t a t io n  o f  tw o  s h ip m e n t s  o f  c h e r r ie s  f ro m  J a p a n . T h e  fi rs t , s e n t  in  1 9 1 0 , 
h a d  to  b e  d e s t ro y e d  d u e  to  a  la rg e -s c a le  in fe s t a t io n  o f  in s e c t s  a n d  o th e r  
p e s t s . T h e  s e c o n d  s h ip m e n t  o f  
3 0 0 0  t re e s  a r r iv e d  in  1 9 1 2  a n d  
w a s  o f  b e t te r  q u a lit y . To d a y , 
a b o u t  a  h u n d re d  o f  t h o s e  
o r ig in a l t re e s  s t ill s t a n d  a lo n g  
th e  T id a l B a s in . T h e  g e n e t ic s  
o f  m a n y  o th e rs  s u r v iv e  in  
c u t t in g s  g ro w n  f ro m  o r ig in a l 
t re e s . S o m e  o f  t h e s e  c lo n e d  
t re e s  h a v e  b e e n  p la n te d  in  
P o to m a c  P a rk , w h ile  o th e rs  
g ro w  h e re  a t  t h e  A rb o re tu m . 
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P ru n u s  ‘F u d a n z a k u r a ’
E a r ly  F lo w e r in g

This village cherry is an extremely rare 
cultivar and not often seen even in botanical 
gardens. The Japanese word fudanzakura 
means “cherry without interruption,” and 
the name is well chosen. This cultivar is one 
of  only a very few cherries able to flower in 
multiple seasons, often in the fall and even 
during warm winter spells, with a main flush 
in the spring. The flowers are single and white.

P ru n u s  ‘A r a t a m a ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

‘Aratama’ was developed in Hokkaido, in 
northern Japan. A Japanese nursery donated 
this tree to the USDA in 1979, and it was 
planted here at the National Arboretum 
in 1992. A large, umbrella-shaped tree, 
‘Aratama’ can reach 30 feet in height. 
Flouncy, double flowers emerge from deep 
red buds, starting pink before fading to nearly 
white.

U S D A ’s  C h e r r y  H is t o r y :  
P a u l  R u s s e l l  (1 8 8 9  – 1 9 6 3 )

In  1 9 3 4 , R u s s e ll w ro te  a  s c ie n t ifi c  g u id e  to  
th e  n e w ly -p o p u la r  fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s , o n e  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ’s  fi rs t . M a n y  o f  h is  d e t a ile d  
d e s c r ip t io n s  c am e  f ro m  o b s e r v a t io n s  
o f  c h e r r ie s  g ro w in g  a t  t h e  U S D A ’s  p la n t  
in t ro d u c t io n  s t a t io n  in  G le n n  D a le , M a r y la n d . 
T h e  t re e  a t  S to p  1 6  w a s  p la n te d  in  R u s s e ll’s  
m e m o r y  a  y e a r  a f te r  h is  d e a th . I t  w a s  g ro w n  
f ro m  a  c u t t in g  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  t re e s  R u s s e ll 
s t u d ie d  a t  G le n n  D a le .
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P ru n u s  ‘S h o g e t s u ’
L a te  F lo w e r in g

Although it is a short uphill hike from the 
road, ‘Shogetsu’ is well worth the brief  walk. 
While it is short in stature, it produces a 
large crop of  flouncy, large, double flowers 
that are white with just a hint of  pink. These 
flowers group in hanging clusters of  three 
to six blooms that dangle on stems up to 
four inches long. Foliage, a fresh green when 
young, warms up to a bronzed red come fall. 
Poetically, shogetsu means “Moonlight on the 
pine trees.”

P ru n u s  ‘M a t s u m a e -o s h io ’
L a te  F lo w e r in g

Many Japanese cherries are centuries old. 
‘Matsumae-oshio’, however, was developed in 
1963 in Hokkaido by Masatoshi Asari, who 
also selected ‘Aratama’, Stop 17 on this tour. 
Matsumae refers to the town where it was 
bred. Oshio means “big wave,” a reference to 
the tree’s large, soft pink flowers and their 
frilly petals. This may very well be the only 
‘Matsumae-oshio’ in the United States.

P ru n u s  ×y e d o e n s is   
‘S h id a r e  Yo s h in o ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

Shidare is the Japanese word for “weeping.” 
‘Shidare Yoshino’ is a weeping form of  the 
more familiar Yoshino cherry, and originated 
some time in the late 1800s. It typically 
reaches 20 to 25 feet in height, with a spread 
of  up to 30 feet. Its pendulous branches 
are thickly covered with the Yoshino’s 
characteristic single, white flowers.



N a r r o w -u p r i g h t  
t re e s  h a v e  a n  e re c t  
c ro w n  w ith  b ra n c h e s  
g ro w in g  m o s t ly  
u p w a rd . P ru n u s  ‘F ir s t  
L a d y ’ is  a n  e x am p le .

B r o a d ly  s p r e a d i n g  t re e s  h a v e  c ro w n s  th a t  t e n d  to  
b e  w id e r  t h a n  th e y  a re  t a ll. P ru n u s  ‘K a n z a n ’ is  o n e  s u c h  
t re e . ‘K a n z a n ’, lik e  m o s t  n o n -w e e p in g  c h e r r ie s , t e n d s  
to  g ro w  m o re  ro u n d  w ith  a g e .

L a y e r e d  t re e s  lik e  
P ru n u s  ×ye d o e n s is  
‘A k e b o n o ’  t a k e  o n  
a n  a lm o s t  t ie re d  
s h a p e  w ith  o p e n n e s s  
b e tw e e n  th e  la y e rs .

W e e p in g  c h e r r ie s ’ b ra n c h e s  d ro o p  to w a rd s  th e  
g ro u n d . M a tu re  t re e s  c a n  b e  q u ite  b ro a d . M a n y  
w e e p in g  c h e r r ie s  w o u ld  s t a y  lo w  to  th e  g ro u n d  if  n o t  
t ra in e d  u p r ig h t  w h e n  y o u n g  o r  g ra f te d  to  th e  t ru n k  
o f  a n  u p r ig h t  c h e r r y . P ru n u s  ito sa k u ra  s h o w s  a  c la s s ic  
w e e p in g  s h a p e .

C h e r r y  A r c h i t e c t u r e

F lo w e r in g  c h e r r ie s  g ro w  in  a  v a r ie t y  o f  s h a p e s . S o m e  a re  la rg e  a n d  
s p re a d in g , s o m e  w e e p , s o m e  s t a y  n a r ro w  a n d  s t ra ig h t . N o t  e v e r y  g a rd e n  
c a n  a c c o m m o d a te  e v e r y  t y p e  o f  c h e r r y  t re e ; s e le c t in g  a  t re e  w ith  a n  
a p p ro p r ia te  g ro w th  h a b it  is  c r it ic a l. E v e r y  t re e  is  a n  in d iv id u a l, a n d  e a c h  w ill 
v a r y  s lig h t ly . A  t re e ’s  s h a p e  is  d e p e n d e n t  o n  it s  lo c a t io n , h e a lth , a n d  a g e . 
R e g u la r  p ru n in g , s t a r t in g  w h e n  th e  t re e  is  y o u n g , h e lp s  m a in ta in  it s  d e s ire d  
s iz e  a n d  s h a p e . B e lo w  a re  e x am p le s  o f  a  fe w  o f  t h e  d iv e rs e  fo rm s  th a t  
c h e r r ie s  t a k e .

C h e r r ie s  a t  H o m e

G e n e ra lly  e a s y  to  g ro w , fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s  re q u ire  fu ll s u n , w e ll-d ra in e d  s o il, 
a n d  a d e q u a te  m o is tu re . P la n t  t h e m  in  s p r in g  o r  fa ll. M o s t  fl o w e r in g  c h e r r ie s  
a re  h a rd y  to  U S D A  Z o n e  5 , b u t  a  fe w  c a n  h a n d le  c o ld e r  c lim e s . O th e rs  
re q u ire  a  m u c h  w a rm e r  e n v iro n m e n t . I t  is  im p o r t a n t  to  k n o w  a  t re e ’s  
h a rd in e s s  ra n g e , a n d  to  s e le c t  a  t re e  th a t  w ill t h r iv e  in  lo c a l c o n d it it io n s . 
F e w  c h e r r ie s  a re  re s is t a n t  to  d is e a s e  a n d  in s e c t  p e s t s . M o s t , h o w e v e r, c a n  
g e n e ra lly  to le ra te  s o m e  d am a g e  f ro m  th e m . A  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  t re e s  o n  th is  
to u r  a re  ra re ly  fo u n d  in  n u rs e r ie s , b u t  o th e rs  a re  re a d ily  a v a ila b le .
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P ru n u s  c y c la m in a  
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

This is the only flowering cherry on the tour 
that is native to China. It is rarely found in 
North America, though it is an excellent 
candidate for small gardens, with a vigorous 
growth habit and a mature height of  20 to 30 
feet. Its delicate pink blossoms appear before 
bronze-red foliage. This particular tree is in 
decline and has been propagated to preserve 
its genetics. 

P ru n u s  s a rg e n t i i
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

Although named after a renowned American 
botanist, the Sargent cherry is native to 
northern Japan. It was introduced to this 
country in 1890. As this mature specimen 
demonstrates, the species is large, growing 
30 feet tall and just as wide. Some individuals 
may even reach 45 feet in height. Single, pale 
pink flowers grow in clusters of  two to six 
blossoms. P. sargentii is one of  the most 
cold-tolerant ornamental cherries, hardy to 
USDA Zone 5a.

P ru n u s  ‘H e le n  T a f t ’
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

The Arboretum introduced this hybrid 
cherry in 2012 to mark the centennial of  the 
Tidal Basin cherries. Along with Viscountess 
Iwa Chinda, First Lady Helen Taft planted 
the first trees at Potomac Park. A clone of  
the Yoshino cherry planted by Viscountess 
Chinda is one parent of  ‘Helen Taft’. Like 
its parent, this tree is large and spreading, 
reaching 35 feet wide and tall at maturity. 
Unlike the white Yoshino blooms, ‘Helen 
Taft’s flowers emerge and remain pink.
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2 7 P ru n u s  ×in c a m  ‘F i r s t  L a d y ’
E a r ly  F lo w e r in g

The second cultivar released by the 
Arboretum, ‘First Lady’ was selected for its 
strongly upright growth habit and dark pink, 
semi-pendulous, single flowers. Even though 
this specimen is small, at maturity it will reach 
25 feet tall and 14 feet wide. Its glossy, dark 
green leaves show good disease tolerance.

P ru n u s  in c i s a  ‘K o jo -n o -m a i ’ 
M id -S e a s o n  F lo w e r in g

This cultivar of  the Fuji cherry has branches 
that grow in a zigzag pattern, giving it a 
distinctive texture in the winter landscape. 
Both white and pink blossoms can appear on 
a single tree. Like all Fuji cherries, its leaves 
have deep notches, or incisions, along the 
edges—hence the species’ scientific name, 
P. incisa. This is the smallest tree on the tour, 
and it can even be grown in a large pot. In 
autumn, the leaves turn a deep orange-red.

P ru n u s  ‘D r e a m  C a t c h e r ’
E a r ly  F lo w e r in g

This cultivar was selected in 1984 from the 
Arboretum’s research breeding program. It 
was the first flowering cherry to be released 
by the Arboretum for sale by commercial 
nurseries. ‘Dream Catcher’ grows to 25 feet 
tall with a vase-shaped crown spread of  15 
feet, and features large, clear medium pink 
single flowers.
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